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DEVELOPMENT of a vi-
able smali-scale renewable
energy industry is being
held back because a State
Government incentive
scheme applies only to so-
lar systems, equipment
suppliers say,

Micro wind turbines and
hybrid systems should also
qualify for the feed-in elec-
trical tariff systern which
rewards households and
businesses that feed power
into the grid from photo
voltaic solar panels.

Wind power is the
cheapest form of renew-
able energy but is excluded
from the scheme, says ZEN
Technologies' chief execu-
tive Richard Turner.

. “The uptake is being
stalled by the Govern-
ment’s current feed-in tar-
iff legislation being limited
to just solar PV, he said.

“Ideally, a hybrid system
combining both solar and
wind producing power
both day and night is the

optimuin solution for peo-

ple in semirural areas
with some extra land.”

If a qualifying household
adds a wind energy system
to its solar PV system, it
is disqualified for the feed-
in tariff because the sys-
tem then becomes a “hy-
brid” one, ZEN Techno-
logies said.

Despite the chance to get
a viable local renewable
energy industry going in
the: region, the loophole in
the legislation is holding
the sector back.

Currently, small cus-
tomers - consuming less
than 160 MWh per year -
who own a small-scale so-
lar photo voltaic system,
receive a guaranteed net
feed-in tariff of 44c for
every unit of electricity
supplied to the grid from
the solar system.
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STAR TURN: Mark Davidson with the prototype vertical axis wind turbine yesterday.
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Home turbine set to spin

SOUTH Australia’s first
domestic wind turbine
manufacturer Wind Mach-
ine has teamed with local
renewable energy systems
supplier ZEN Home En-
ergy Systems to bring its
product to market,

Wind Machine founder
Mike Davidson’s L5m wide
and 4m tall vertical axis
turbine is designed to sit

on top of an 8m tower and
will produce 1.5-2KW/
hour for residentiat house-
holds in regional areas.

However, he is con-
cerned about the uptake of
his turbines and business
prospects until the state’s
feed-in power tariff legis-
lation is changed.

“I feel I am fairly com-
mitted and I am working

very hard,” Mr Davidson
said. “All the time and
effort is being wasted
while they (the State) sit
on their hands.” .
“They have to just
change the legislation”.
Other wind turbine
manufacturers in Austra-
lia are Soma in NSW Chori-
zontal axis) and Hush
Power in Queensland
(horizontal axis).
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combining both solar and
wind producing power
both day and night is the

optimum solution for peo-
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If a qualifying household
adds a wind energy system
to its solar PV system, it
is disqualified for the feed-
in tariff because the sys-
tem then becomes a “hy-
brid” one, ZEN Techno-
logies said.

Despite the chance to get
a viable local renewable
energy industry going in
the region, the loophole in
the legislation is holding
the sector back.

Currently, small cus-
tomers - consuming less
than 160 MWh per year -
who own a small-scale so-
lar photo voltaic system,
receive a guaranteed net
feed-in tariff of 44c for
every unit of electricity
supplied to the grid from
the solar system.
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cerned about the uptake of
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prospects until the state’s
feed-in power tariff legis-
lation is changed.
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mitted and I am working

very hard,” Mr Davidson
said. “All the time and
effort is being wasted
while they (the State) sit
on their hands” .
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